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from the evil I will bring upon her,' I should be tempted to
suppose it swallowed up by the river, which is the most
possible, as the country hereabouts is a perfect bed of dry
sand, and the river appears to have shifted greatly to the
north-east of its antient channel.
About a mile to the south of the fort are two hillocks,
seemingly artificial, and a ridge running strait to the N.E.
These I take to be the foundations of buildings now covered
with sand; but not having sufficient time to examine
them, or tools to move the sand, I could not verifv mv
conjectures.
At noon set out for the caravan, which I joined by half an
hour after one. I found them still encamped, and determined
to remain there till next morning. On this information I
repented my returning so soon.
A fresh bleak N.W. wind all day; the night very cold.
IQTH. Mounted this morning at seven. Our course S. by
E. one hour, S.S.E. one hour, S.E. by S. two hours, S. J W.
one hour, S.E. J S. three hours, and E.S.E. one hour.
Encamped at four in the afternoon on a dry barren plain, no
water near us, but found enough on the road. A small S.E.
breeze, with dark cloudy weather. The country a barren level.
Our course this day has, in my opinion, been more southerly
than was necessary, as no impediments appeared to the east-
ward, and a south-east course would have been much more
direct.
2OTH. Decamped this morning at seven. Directing our
course S.E. by E. two hours, came to deep descent, where are
some hills at a distance resembling buildings, on one of which,
to the right, called Tick de Gana1, is said to be water.
Proceeded thro' a valley between sandy hills E.S.E. five
hours, and at two in the afternoon encamped on the plain,
from which it is only six hours S.E. by E, to MachadaH2.
A strong bleak north westerly wind all the morning, with
1 Tuqtuqana, an ancient site, recorded by Ibn Khurdadbeh as the first
stage on the desert route from Kufa to Damascus, see de Goeje's transla-
tion, p. 71; more recently explored by Massignon, and in 1913 visited by
Musil, who found the district in process of being reoccupied.
* Meshed AH.